Extrusion of embolization coils through the carotid artery in a radiated neck.
Extrusion of embolization coils is an exceedingly rare event. We present and discuss a unique case of coil extrusion through the carotid artery into the pharyngeal soft tissue in the setting of soft tissue radionecrosis (STRN). A 55-year-old man with previous chemoradiation therapy presented with massive transoral hemorrhage. Control of the bleeding was accomplished by coil embolization of the right carotid artery system. The patient subsequently developed spiking fevers, and an exploration of the neck revealed coil extrusion through the common carotid artery and into the neck and pharynx. Although the incidence of coil extrusion in the head and neck is remarkably low, this complication must be considered in the heavily radiated neck and a high index of suspicion should be maintained in the setting of radionecrosis and signs and symptoms of systemic infection. Appropriate management requires early recognition and removal of foreign material with wound stabilization.